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Suppl 5. Complications reported in the included RCTs
	Study
	Intervention/
comparator
	Complications (n)

	Vaginal hysterectomy

	Ahmed [9]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 20)
Control: Sutures (n = 20)
	Intraoperative bowel or urinary tract injury
Intervention: 0
Control: 0a

Hematoma
Control: 1
Control: 2a

Dehiscence
Intervention: 1
Control: 2a

Unknown fever
Intervention: 0
Control: 1a

	Ray [10]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 48)
Control: Sutures (n = 47)
	Postoperative ileus
Intervention: 0
Control: 0b

30-day emergency department visits
‘8 vs 11’a
It is not entirely clear within the article which value is for which group. Based on reporting elsewhere in this section, it is assumed the first value is for the intervention group.

Readmissions
Intervention: 3 (2 for nerve entrapment, 1 for pain control)
Control: 2 (1 for pulmonary embolism, 1 for metabolic encephalopathy)b

	Laparoscopic hysterectomy

	Ashraf [24]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 20)
Control: UltraCision harmonic shears (n = 20)
	Intervention: 10%
Control: 25%c

All complications were intraoperative bleeding from larger vascular stumps or uterine vessels. Two patients from the UltraCision group were converted to laparotomy due to failure to control bleeding from stumps.

	Batra [8]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 60)
Control: conventional EBVS (n = 60)
	No intraoperative complications in either group.

No statistically significant difference in postoperative complications.a

	Hasabe [25]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 30)
Controls: harmonic scalpel (n = 30), bipolar shears (n = 30)
	Number of cases with significant intraoperative blood loss
Intervention: 4
Harmonic scalpel: 6
Bipolar shears: 5b

	Janssen [22]
	Intervention: Ligasure (n = 66)
Control: conventional EBVS (n = 65)
	During the follow-up period of 6 weeks, 17 complications (13%) were recorded in 16 women (8 major and 9 minor complications).

Excessive perioperative bleeding (more than 1000 ml blood loss)
Intervention: 2
Control: 3

Postoperative bleeding
Intervention: 1
Control: 0

Bladder injury
Intervention: 1
Control: 0

Bowel injury
Intervention: 0
Control: 1

Ileus
Intervention: 0
Control: 1

Urine retention
Intervention: 0
Control: 2

Wound hematoma
Intervention: 1
Control: 1

Fever
Intervention: 2
Control: 2 

No significant differences found between the two groups.

	Rothmund [26]
	Intervention: EnSeal (n = 80)
Control: conventional EBVS (n = 80)
	No conversions to laparotomy in either group.b

No complications observed in the EnSeal group during 28-day follow-up period.

2 complications observed in the conventional EBVS group during 28-day follow-up periodb:
1 hematoma of the trocar site
1 patient with symptomatic adhesions and elevated temperature due to pelvic inflammatory disease.

	Rothmund [27]
	Intervention: BiCision
Control: UltraCision harmonic scalpel

n = 30 (self-controlled trial)
	2 patients (6.7%) reported spotting bleeding at telephone follow-up.

	Taşkin [23]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 34)
Control: conventional EBVS (n = 34)
	1 major complication in intervention group requiring conversion to laparotomy. No major complications or conversions in control group.a

No other perioperative complications.

	Abdominal hysterectomy

	Aydin [28]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 44)
Control: Sutures (n = 44)
	Intervention: 1 wound infection
Control: 1 bladder injury, 1 hemorrhageb

	Hagen [30]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n =15)
Control: Sutures (n =15)
	None
Intervention: 12
Control: 13b

Wound infection
Intervention: 3
Control: 1b

Wound rupture
Intervention: 1
Control: 0b

Vault bleeding
Intervention: 0
Control: 1b

	Lakeman [31]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 28)
Control: Sutures (n = 29)
	Postoperative complications
Intervention: 3
Control: 3a

Ileus requiring re-operation
Intervention: 1
Control: 0b

Infected hematoma
Intervention: 0
Control: 1b

Wound dehiscence
Intervention: 0
Control: 1b

Pneumonia
Intervention: 0
Control: 1b

Fever of unknown origin
Intervention: 1
Control: 0b

Thromboembolism
Intervention: 1
Control: 0b

	Mohamed [32]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 35)
Control: Sutures (n = 35)
	Intraoperative
Urinary tract injury
Intervention: 2
Control: 1a

Postoperative
Total
Intervention: 5
Control: 8a

Hematoma
Intervention: 1
Control: 0a

Dehiscence
Intervention: 1
Control: 3b

Fever of unknown origin
Intervention: 1
Control: 0a

Paralytic ileus
Intervention: 2
Control: 1a

	Shady [33]
	Intervention: LigaSure (n = 45)
Control: Sutures (n = 45)
	Bladder injury
Intervention: 1
Control: 2a

Vessel injury
Intervention: 1
Control: 4a

	a p > 0.05; b p value not reported; c Fisher Exact test = 0.407, no statistically significant difference
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