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	Vaginal hysterectomy

	Balgobin [6]
	· SR of 11 RCTs, 9 observational comparative studies, and 12 single-arm studies examining the use of pedicle sealing technologies during VH. Only RCTs and comparative studies included in MA.
· Searched from January 1 1990 to May 17 2022.
	· Patients aged greater than or equal to 18 years undergoing vaginal gynecologic surgery for benign indications.
· Surgeries included vaginal hysterectomy, adnexal surgery, myomectomy, fistula repair, and pelvic reconstruction such as colporrhaphy and apical suspension with uterosacral ligament suspension, sacrospinous ligament suspension, or sacrocolpopexy.
· RCTs or intervention studies, prospective or retrospective non-randomized comparative studies, vaginal surgery arms of comparative studies as single group cohort, prospective or retrospective single-arm studies, video case series, and systematic reviews were included.
	· Total n = 6,057
· Comparative studies n = 1,634
· Intervention: VH with ABVS, including LigaSure [11-16], BiClamp [17-19], ThermoStapler, and PlasmaKinetic 
· Comparator: VH with conventional sutures
	· Blood loss
· Operative time
· Length of hospital stay
· Patient-reported pain
· Complications
	· Only included VH for benign conditions.
· For RCTs, risk of bias assessed with the Cochrane Risk of Bias tool. ROBINS-I (Risk Of Bias In Non-randomized Studies - of Interventions) used for comparative observational studies.
· Of the 19 comparative studies included in meta-analyses, 6 were rated as good quality, 5 as fair and 8 as poor.
· One of the studies was incorrectly categorized as an RCT but is actually a non-randomized cohort study.
· One of the included RCTs examined LigaSure use during vNOTES, which is a laparoscopic surgery where instruments are inserted through the vaginal opening and is different to VH. However, this study does not appear to have been included in any MAs.

	Abbreviations: ABVS, advanced electrosurgical bipolar vessel sealing; MA, meta-analysis; RCT, randomized controlled trial; SR, systematic review; VH, vaginal hysterectomy; vNOTES, vaginal natural orifice transluminal endoscopic surgery
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Vaginal hysterectomy  

Balgobin   [ 6 ]     SR of 11 RCTs, 9  observational  comparative studies,  and 12 single - arm  studies examining the  use of pedicle sealing  technologies during VH.  Only RCTs and  comparative studies  included in MA.      Searched from January  1 1990 to May 17 2022.     Patients aged greater than  or equal to 18 years  undergoing vaginal  gynecologic surgery for  benign indications.      Surgeries included vaginal  hysterectomy, adnexal  surgery, myomectomy,  fistula repair, and pelvic  reconstruction such as  colporrhaphy and apical  suspension with uterosacral  ligament suspension,  sacrospinous ligament  suspension, or  sacrocolpopexy.      RCTs or intervention  studies, prospective or  retrospective non - randomized comparative  studies, vaginal surgery  arms of comparative studies  as single group cohort,  prospective or retrospective  single - arm studies, video  case series, and systematic  reviews we re included.     Total n = 6,057      Comparative studies n = 1,634      Intervention: VH with ABVS,  including LigaSure   [ 11 - 16 ] ,  BiClamp   [ 17 - 19 ] ,  ThermoStapler,  and PlasmaKinetic       Comparator: VH with  conventional sutures     Blood loss      Operative time      Length of hospital  stay      Patient - reported  pain      Complications     Only included VH for benign  conditions.      For RCTs, risk of bias  assessed with the Cochrane  Risk of Bias tool. ROBINS - I  (Risk Of Bias In Non - randomized Studies  -   of  Interventions) used for  comparative observational  studies.      Of the 19 comparative studies  included in meta - analyses, 6  were rated as good quality, 5  as fair and 8 as poor.      One of the studies was  incorrectly categorized as an  RCT but is actually a non - randomized cohort study.      One of the included RCTs  examined LigaSure use during  vNOTES, which is a  laparoscopic surgery where  instruments are inserted  through the vaginal opening  and is different to VH.  However, this study does not  appear to have been included  in any MAs.  

Abbreviations: ABVS, advanced electrosurgical bipolar vessel sealing; MA, meta - analysis; RCT, randomized controlled trial; SR, systematic review; VH, vaginal hysterectomy; vNOTES,  vaginal natural orifice transluminal endoscopic surgery  

